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About the work

The Concerto for Bass Trombone and Percussion was composed as part of the composer's graduate studies at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York,
and completed on February 18, 1974. The work is scored for solo bass trombone, two pianos and percussion (four players). A conductor is required. The work may
also be performed on a tenor trombone with F trigger, provided that the performer can devise usable slide positions for the second movement arpeggios.

Instrumentation

Bass Trombone Very Large Tam-Tam

2 Pianos Splash Cymbal (5"-7")
Celeste Sizzle Symbal

Bell Plate Medium Suspended Cymbal
Ratchet Large Heavy Suspended Cymbal
4 Timpani Crash Cymbals

2 Timbales Marimba

2 Snare Drums (small and medium) Xylophone

Field Drum Vibraphone

4 Tom-Toms (4 different sizes) Glockenspiel

Bass Drum Chimes

2 Wood blocks Crotale in C

Concert ("machine") Castenets Whip
Double-Paddle-Mounted Castanets (when specified) Triangle

3 Temple Blocks

Conductor's notes

The Concerto is to be performed on a bass trombone with F and preferably E trigger. The performer will also need straight, bucket and whisper mutes (a combination
of bucket and straight mute may be employed if no whisper mute is available). Slide positions are given when necessary; the letter V indicates use of the thumb trigger,
with VV indicating thumb trigger plus E trigger. Glissandi should be even and occupy the full rhythmic value of the note preceding the connecting line and only that
note; tied notes preceding the glissandoed note do not add to the rhythmic value of the glissando.

Note that at letter D of the last movement the trombonist should alternate slide positions on any repeated notes within a slur. This should be done as smoothly as
possible, allowing any glissando effect to become audible only when specifically indicated. This also applies to the opening cadenza and any other appropriate
passages.

The first piano must be a grand, in order to permit manipulation of the strings (second and fourth movements), and the pianist will need a large, soft heavy bass drum
beater, a pair of medium (rawhide or soft rubber) mallets, a pair of soft (yarn-wrapped) marimba mallets, a guitar pick, and an unsharpened pencil wrapped with metal
foil. The second piano may be grand or upright (with lid open), and the performer is also expected to perform on celeste, ratchet, and bell plate (steel plate with two
drilled holes to permit being suspended with string, struck with a metal hammer, and fairly high-pitched). Itis preferred that the bell plate be approximately pitched on
B, but this is not essential.

In the second movement unmetered bars must be played exactly in tempo. These bars are very precisely notated as to rhythmic values desired. Performers are not
intended to be exactly synchronized in these sections, but if tempos are not observed the overall sequence of events may be seriously disrupted. Each player is
provided, where necessary, with a "cue" line. The conductor is to give only downbeats for the unmetered bars (indicated by rehearsal letters) after which the
performers proceed on their own receiving cues from one another (indicated by the arrows). Staves connected by dotted lines are to be synchronized by the performers
involved, but not conducted. It is the responsibility of the conductor, however, to see that the overall time relationships are preserved. Metered bars in this movement
are to be conducted as inconspicuously as possible.

Between the second and third movements it will be necessary for the third percussionist to take the Medium Suspended Cymbal and the Sizzle Cymbal from the
second and fourth percussionists, respectively. Also, if only one triangle is available, after the third movement it must be transferred from the second to the first
percussionist. These changes must be made as silently and inobtrusively as possible.

The third movement is intended as a sort of game, to break the tension of the second movement. The conductor, after starting the movement, is to give only cues where
indicated (by the numbers in boxes), in exact time with the soloist, as well as providing a general cue for the Coda. The beat must remain steady throughout, and it is
perfectly permissible for the foot tapping by all players to be quite audible (try to avoid an imitation of a street parade, however).

The last movement combines the ensemble techniques of the first and second movements in many places. The conductor should listen closely to the timpanist at
rehearsal letter A so as to give the downbeat for the Allegro molto exactly in rhythm. Note too that the tom-tom beat at letter H should remain unbroken until the bar
after letter I; thus the downbeat at I must be carefully placed so as not to disturb the steady pulse. In this movement, whenever single players have unmetered sections
against metered bars in the rest of the ensemble (for example the soloist at letter S, Perc. IV at five bars before letter T, etc.), they should be given a clear cue when they
are torejoin the ensemble.

Take care to bring out the accents at rehearsal letter Q and following; the aural effect should be one of consecutive bars of 3/8, 2/4, 1/4, 3/4, etc.



Notes on the percussion

The percussion instruments are notated and distributed as follows:

Percussion I Percussion 11 Percussion II1 Percussion IV
. Glockenspiel
Large Heavy Chi SMedmc;nd Sizzle Cymbal
Tam-Tam Suspended Cymbal Castanets Hmes ucsgzlb:l Crotale Field D
Crash Cymbals : ield Drum
\ Timbales A Timpani Tom-Toms /3i I Sizzle Cymbal /\ Bass Drum\ /\
A A LN 5 A . A
: A — T s I 1T a [ ] * [ ] I 7 )Yl I ‘): 10 1 l‘ o et \ [ 1 I‘(l I 1T |. : [ ] ® 1 a il
© L f f — ,' v >  mr— - o/ ® -
D} | . D D | D
K Trlangle / \
. Small Snare Drum / Whip . Tam-Tam X Temple Blocks Medium \] /
Marimba ) Medium Marimba D Wood
Triangle S Whip Snare Drum Block Xylophone &
uspended Cymbal Splash Cymbal ocks Vibraphone

Splash Cymbal is used by Perc. Il all 4 movements; Sizzle Cymbal is used by Perc. IV in movements I & IT and by Perc. I1I in movements I & I'V; Medium Suspended
Cymbal is used by Perc. Il in movements I & II and by Perc. III in movements II & IV. Triangle is used by Perc. II in movement III and by Perc. I in movement IV,
unless two are available. Tam-Tam is used by Perc. I & II. Whip is used by Perc. Il & I11.

The following setup is required:

Note: Marimba is part of equipment assigned to Perc. I;
players must allow sufficient room behind instruments
for Perc. III to reach marimba at end of fourth
movement.

Perc. 1
Perc. I1
Tam- Perc. 11T &
O P m Tam Bass %)
%
“%, Castanets Drum & &Y
o) Cf S
Q “ ]S"::;ﬁe Heavy @ Tom-Toms \‘bé\ "\e(/ z&&“
<lel0]® O 7
SD. Tnangle Medium Q - \@ Perc. IV
Susp. Cymb. Z g
&
%"‘“5‘10 wmp
%s Crotale 0 Vi,
>
- )
%Sg) pho”e
<
= & 70
F & &
& & Vg,
Conductor F L Ploy,
&

The following symbols are employed for mallets and beaters:

il
i

Soft Yarn Mallets

/\

Snare Drum Sticks

Medium Leather or Hard Rubber Mallets Chime Beaters

"

Hard Wood (Xyl.) or Plastic (Glock.) Mallets

TT Soft Timpani Mallets
TT Medium Timpani Mallets
TT Hard Timpani Mallets

Brass Bell Mallets
Heavy Tam-Tam Beater

Bass Drum Beater

i
i
7
4

NOTE: When hard mallets are called for on vibraphone or marimba, this should be interpreted to mean the hardest mallets that may be safely used without

damaging the instrument.
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play into Piano I strings
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[l. Aria

damp bar with finger while striking
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molto sost. e espressivo F
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WS mf

<
B

3('5 = (hold through)

(Tam-Tam) ('I/':m-Tam)
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(as fast as possible)
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poco a poco

accel.

Susp.

Cymb.

(S.D.)

oPPP | PO00P r SISSP | SOPP | PP,

r 7 7 7 7

1 “;‘

; ff:ff‘

1 “;‘

; FF:FP‘

1 “;“

[ X X X X M

Lﬁ?;

(T.T.)

=

i

sempre

(B.D.)

() =120)

)

accel. poco

Sizzle Cymbal

S.D.

sempre cresc.

mp

with violence
3

[ 1 X X 1 Ema

I N 7 I

 m Ew ¥ ECN 1T

(Susp.

Cymb.)(S.D.)

B
Ly By )

SRS

L

Remain at this tempo until Perc. IV has caught up,

then continue accelerando together

(T.T.)

S e N N O Y

=
T W e W el

=

T
I
rE i

T
I
T

=
L2

=
L2

L J

LI J

continue accelerando until caught up
with Perc. I & II, then continue together

(B.D.)

LEr 2

—
1

LT 3 Ly . i

Crr
1

r 77 ] mas (T X I ma I 1 1 1 ma [ 1 7 7 ewr ] ] ] Eal

[ 77 ] mas

sempre ﬁ
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gradually
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Vib. motor on Jfast

o

=

=]
™ Hv\\\\ AN
—a
=1
< o]
—_
U E S
= o
|l s
g - & i
I
] s
R
] <
Alv\\
[ ==
—

rp
v
|
Z
¥

Wil
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[1l. Scherzo

A

(J. =120 or faster) straight mute
e YD § T T T T T T T T } T T }
e rr g t ottt gttt g rrr [ttt
k2 i T T T T T T T T - T T | S T
[ [ [ [ [ [ [
foot tap (continue to end of movement) b: IT.L bi
foot tap (continue to end of movement)
When cued by conductor, select one event from page
provided (conductor see page 51 and following), play, and
wait for next cue
3 D S P P P P > o | |
4 ‘“ < < ‘“ < < ‘“ < < | ‘“ ¢ < | ‘“ ¢ < | ’A ¢ < | ’A < < |
Jfoot tap (continue to end of movement)
(any instrument) Continue this rhythm to Coda; each bar
1 - - - P= 3 7 7 7 may be played on any instrument at any
g g g g g g g g 3 g 3 g g g dynamic desired; do not change
foot tap (continue to end of movement) instruments or dynamics within a bar.
foot tap (continue to end of movement)
When cued by conductor, select one event from page
3 > > | > > | > > | > > | > 2 | > 2 | > 2 | provided (conductor see page 52 and following), play, and
4 < < < < [ < < [ < < [ < < [ < < [ < < wait for next cue
foot tap (continue to end of movement)
3 > 2 | > 3 | > 3 | > | S > | > |
4 r < < | r < < | r < < | r < < | r < < | ”\ < < | ”\ < < |

foot tap (continue to end of movement)

-
O T I

22 D.W.L.9701a



vz

T
53
P

y 2

Z

i

b

ke

rp

A

MM |
<ell! “
N I
£
I
<|mh _
N I
=l S “
g _
I
B aurd |
I
e I
|
.Lmv HM\\ _
|
‘\. ol

i I
L |
i _
I
N I
l _
=T I
| I
I
iy I
|
s “
q I
| I
HRf _
I
8 I
Ll & |

i sa 1S3

g
L _
e 8 _
. |
& _

— -

mute out

C

5-8

¥

g

=

bé-
f

A

23

D.W.L.9701a



27

¥

¥

Lo

P

A

P

P

—_—mp

he

#®

¥

)

Iy )

[
mf

Y

be te

17X

I
17X 2 b e

(non dim.)

e
1

p——mf

——

———

e
E

Y

e

r”fh
<4f

2

—2

i
s

—_— ———  —

D.W.L.9701a

24



i
t

P&

01 3

poco cresc.

A

72

Tbn. only molto rit.

g

f cresc. sempre

.

(no rit.)
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A
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A
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L

RERN

o
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e
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dim. poco a poco

Z

(sempre dim.)

o

CODA (on cue)
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IV. Finale

T Jamnt]

Vs

V2

he——p.—p

ol

6
T
1
¢

E

(as long as
possible)

~3

o e
hd‘l\ o
=

T
174

mute out

IZP

P

P sempre

d 4
3

non dim.

A

-

7
A

[ /an
D=

Tune timpani to C, C, C, F

oo o

I
e

T.T.,=60

pp muffled*

p—tp— "

¥

e

S

o
p—rr

/1{(

5

e~

2
2

55

2

T
T

Jp Jp rp rp rp resie—

—3—
-

I—s

not too fast

(sempre p)

non cresc.

(T.T.)

*Place small square of cloth on head; play on head, not cloth
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APPENDIX

Below are the events from which players make choices, when cued in the third movement. Players may also create their own events, if desired.
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Piano 11
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repeat ad lib.
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Percussion I1

repeat ad lib.

Cast.

(from Perc. I)

Tam-Tam

ey I

T
pia)
L

|/
L 3

cresc. or dim. if desired

(any dynamic)

T.T.

1 A

D]

cresc.

P

lor 6 Whip

T.T.

1 A

Y

apul

rp

‘[f dim.

Percussion IIT

6 |fluo.

Lv.

Ly.

Splash, Sizzle & Susp. Cymb.

(Lv.)
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mp  cresc.

Ly.
O .A

1 Splash, Sizzle & Susp. Cymb.
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Susp. Cymb.
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rp

any dynamics

‘ T T
& T
A

T.B.

Glock.

(S
41

any dynamics

repeat optional

any dynamics

Percussion IV

repeat ad lib.

S.D. (snares on)

rim shot
A

1 S.D. & F.D. (snares on)

cresc. or dim. if desired

A

A

W.B.
A

ﬁar mp

Xy}?ﬁ## b, o bim | be o

m—

i

.
T

i

P

iV 3

dim.

S.D. (snaresan{

any dynamics

repeat ad lib.
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